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marine fossils on the South African seaboard, on the east
coast of India, and in the Khasi Hills (Assam) are also
either identical or closely allied. But those of the same
age in Western India are quite distinct, and belong to a
different marine zoological province, which extended along
Western Asia and North Africa into Europe, and down
the east coast of Africa as far south as North Madagascar.
The present Indian Ocean was thus evidently decomposed
into two distinct basins by the Indo-African continent of
the secondary era.

In the northern basin the marine waters still flowed
over the whole of the present Himalayan region, except
perhaps the eastern section, which, so far as known,
shows no trace of marine deposits, and which probably
formed continuous land with Indo-Africa throughout the
secondary and late palaeozoic eras. On the other hand, the
extensive series of marine sediments in Burma, the north-
western Himalayas, and the Iranian plateau beyond the
Indus, show that in pre-tertiary times all these regions
were still mostly, though not continuously, under water.
" Unconformable breaks show that there were alterna-
tions of land and sea; but there are no extensive sub-
aerial formations, and there is no evidence of any con-
siderable disturbance or compression of the rocks. There
were periods of placid accumulation of sediments, inter-
rupted by times when they were quietly raised above
sea-level and exposed to denudation; but there are not
at present sufficient data to allow of our attempting any
detailed restoration of the geography until the' close of
the Jurassic period " (Oldham, ib.).

Tertiary and Later Times: Indo-Asia.

The long period of quiescence, whichTSad prevailed
throughout most of the secondary era, was followed in